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order to call our attention to the secret Treaty concluded between Serbia and Austria-Hungary June 28 (sic), 1881, and the Additional Act constituting a part thereof dated February 9 of the current year.
Although the Imperial and Royal Government does not doubt the fidelity with which the Royal Regency will fulfil the international obligations of Serbia contracted in good and due form under the preceding reign, or the care that it will take to see to their scrupulous observance, it desires nevertheless, in view of the high importance of the abovementioned Acts, to obtain official and explicit information as to the point of view which the Royal Regency intends to adopt with regard to them.
Having taken cognizance of the abovementioned Treaties and examined their contents with care, we hasten to inform Your Excellency that we have found them concluded in good and due form and in full and entire conformity with the sovereign rights granted to the King of Serbia by the old Constitution of 1869 and the new Constitution of the Kingdom promulgated on December 22, 1888.
The legal validity of the secret Treaty of June 28 (sic), 1881, as well as of its Additional Act of February 9 of the current year consequently not being contestable for a single instant, we do not hesitate to declare to you, Mr. Minister, that the Royal Regency has no scruples in adopting the point of view of strict and faithful observance of these international stipulations.
This task will be the easier for us since we ourselves attach the greatest value to seeking all the means suitable to assure the development of the good and cordial relations which so happily exist between Serbia and the powerful neighboring Monarchy.
We like to hope that Your Excellency will be good enough to lend his friendly support to the attainment of this purpose; and we pray you, Mr. Minister, to accept the assurances of our highest consideration.
The Regents of the Kingdom:
Dr. J. Ristitch.
General K. S. Protitch.
General Belimarkovid